
Trip Report – Switzerland with Zurich as Base
May 27 – June 6, 2019

I.  Parking, Transit and Hotel

 We left the US out of Newark Airport (EWR) with a direct flight on Swiss.  We drove about 2 hours
from SE Pennsylvania with my brother-in-law and wife, and had reservations at Corporate Airport Parking, and
found them to be a good choice.  Think we paid about $9.00 per day after discount coupon.  They had our car
ready for us when we returned.  I think we waited about 15 minutes for the shuttle to get us after the trip.  http://
www.corporateparking.net/    We had direct flights on Swiss -- EWR to Zurich.

Having heard about the strict Swiss carry on rules, one of us did purchase checked luggage for $60 each way.
Our travel companions had just bought lightweight luggage, so they could get by with the carry-on limit of 17
lbs.  Our older carry-on luggage started empty at about 10 lbs, so they would have been overweight – and they
did both weigh and measure the carry-on prior to check in.  Overhearing others who’s carry-ons were over the
limit, it did seem that they told them they would need to check the carry-on, but were not charged to do so.  I
think this is at the discretion of the airlines, FYI.
Our seats were 23A and 23B, bulkhead on the Airbus A-330 (300).  This was an upgrade, and I did notice a
slight reduction in the seat width, but had good legroom.  Larger folks might want to avoid these seats.  It was
an uneventful flight and we landed in Zurich around 11:20 AM – we were on time despite leaving 15 minutes
late from EWR.  Having done it before, it’s an easy airport – take the train from the Gate to the main terminal,
clear customs, pick up luggage and walk across the street to the train station.  Our Swiss Travel Passes (referred
to as STP from here on) were not active until May 29, so we bought tickets from the Airport to Zurich main
train station for about 6 CHF per person.
Google maps provided us with a good idea of how to get to Hotel Bristol.  One of the main challenges is know-
ing which underground exit to use to come out of the train station to the intersection closest to your intended
direction.  {A word about the Zurich main train station;  It has a massive sprawling underground shopping /
eating area.  There are also places to shower.  You can get lost down there, but there are signs and you should
know which direction to head (we needed to head towards the Landesmuseum exit).  After long days taking the
train around Switzerland, we did shop at the Migros and the Coops for quick dinners in this shopping area.
They have pre made sandwiches, hot food, and sit down restaurants in the train station.}
At the train station I picked up the Wifi device (Traveler’s Wifi) so that all of us (6 people) could hook up their
phones and have Wifi as we traveled about.  This worked well, and I did carry a plug to charge the device as we
had some long train rides, and we could keep up with texting and email.  With Voice over IP, we turned off cel-
lular data so as not to incur any international data charges.  I had installed the SBB app on my phone that en-
abled us to view train connections and greatly help in knowing where to get and change trains as needed.  With
this combo, we were always in touch with the latest train/ ship/ bus info -- invaluable with the STP.

It is an easy walk from the train station to Hotel Bristol taking about 6 to 8 minutes.  What we did find is that
you need to add another 5 minutes once inside the train station to get to the right place, especially if you are
leaving from track 31-33, under main shopping level.  The lower numbered tracks leave from the top / ground
level (Tracks 3 – 18).  Typically for many of the trains we took we did use the 31-33 tracks.

Hotel Bristol is a nice hotel, but currently under some construction / painting.  It does not have air conditioning
(should be installed by late summer).  The staff was exceptional, and when the daytime temps heated into the
80’s later in our stay, they placed fans in our room without us asking.  The breakfast was good, but the choices
were limited.  Yogurts, cheeses, two meats, dry cereal, breads – rolls and croissants, hardboiled eggs, some
fruit, orange juice, milk and coffee.  No bacon, fish, sausage or scrambled / fried eggs.   The rooms we had were
small but clean.  Overall, it was a good experience, but we’d likely opt for a hotel with a better breakfast next
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time.  The location is great if you plan on using the train.

II. Travel Days

 Tuesday, May 28 – Arrived at Hotel Bristol around 1:00 PM, and we were allowed to check in early;
Always a plus after a long red-eye flight – I never can sleep on a plane.  After checking in, and freshening up,
we went to a restaurant close by for dinner, then strolled along the Limmat River towards old town.  We had
dinner at Vorbahnhof close to train station.  The food was average, and I probably  would not return.  An early
bedtime after an all nighter!  We stayed up as long as we could.

 Wednesday, May 29 – The first day of our STP, this was the day to visit our Swiss friends meeting
them in Biel after the Aare River Cruise.  We headed out to the train station for the Zurich to Solothurn trip,
I believe that was about an hour.  We took the 7:30 AM train (track 31) to allow plenty of time to get to river
terminal for the 9:10 departure.  All went smoothly and we arrived in Solothurn in plenty of time to walk to
the river Ferry stop (thanks to Google maps we knew the way).  We boarded the river boat, it wasn’t crowded,
showed our STP’s and made ourselves at home on the deck outside.  With the low profile river boats, there isn’t
a first class.  On the lake boats that have an upper deck, this is typically reserved for first class passengers.  This
day was cool, and cloudy, and when the boat got underway, it was cooler yet.  We had jackets, so we were fine.
The trip is quite serene passing through many towns.  Some highlights were the stork nests at Altreu, the river
lock, the covered bridge at Buren, and the Jura.  A very enjoyable 3 hours.  At Biel, we were met at the dock by
our Swiss friends who transported us to the old town where we were treated to lunch at Restaurant Pfauen.  It
was a very tasty meal. Following some photographs, our friends wanted to take us to Taubenlochschlucht for a
hike together.   We felt we needed to spend that time with our gracious hosts, so we are saving Ligerz and Mur-
ten for the next time.  After the Taubenloch hike, we walked to a restaurant for some refreshments, and traveled
to the house in Biel where our Swiss friend, Francois, grew up.  It was the first time he had been back in many
years, and the home current owner saw us looking at his house and was very gracious in showing us around
when he found out Francois grew up there.  It was good to catch up with them, and it was nearing evening, so
back to Zurich.

 Thursday, May 30 – Up early for the hotel breakfast, then to the train station for the trip to Luzern.
This time we left from the ground level tracks (6) for the 45 minute train ride at 8:04 AM.  Upon arriving in Lu-
zern, we visited the Coop in the train station to pick up our lunch to carry along.  Cheese, yummy bread, blue-
berries (rinsed using the water in the one of the many running water fountains!) and other things.  We did pack
a Swiss Army knife, and it came in handy.  A word about the many running water fountains found in city and
town.  We understand that this is safe water to drink unless indicated otherwise, and we brought water bottles
along and often filled them with fresh water at these fountains.  Did not suffer any issues from drinking this
water.

After leaving the train station, we crossed the street to check the Lake Luzern ferry schedule and determined
that we had a bit of time to kill before the next ferry, and walked to the Chapel Bridge.  Quite picturesque.  Then
back to the ferry for the ride to Weggis.  After a lovely trip, we departed the boat dock and headed for the Weg-
gis Luftseilbahn gondola.  It’s about a 20 minute leisurely walk with steps and some steepness.  Could be done
quicker for those that move at a quicker pace.
Here we just needed to show our STP to board, and up the mountain to Rigi Kaltbad.  From there another brief
walk across to Rigi Kaltbad-First cog train station to head up to Rigi-Kulm.  These trains were full.  Once at
the top, we climbed up the path to the restaurant / hotel and outdoor platform where we had our lunch.  What
a view.  After our lunch and a brief look around, and took the cog train down to Vitznau.  We did this to pick
up the lake cruise and continue on to Fluelen.  Quite a lovely excursion.  We then picked up the train back to
Luzern, and had dinner at the Rathaus Brauerei.  A brief stroll again before heading to the train station to head
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back to Zurich.  Again, all of the days conveyances were covered by the STP.

 Friday, May 31 – This day we planned to get started early as we had quite a bit of training to do.
Again up early for the breakfast and off to the train station to do part of the Golden Pass line.  Took the 8:02
train to Spiez (track 31), changed trains there, then to Zweisimmen where we changed trains again.  While it is
not necessary to have a seat reservation, because of our experience, I would recommend it.  It was a full train
and turned out we were seated in a car that was reserved for a field trip between Rougemont and Chateau d’oux.
So at Rougemont, we exited the car and stood in another car for that bit of the trip, then moved back to the car
when we stopped at Chateau d’oux, and the group exited the car. We did enjoy the train ride, quite spectacu-
lar, and arrived in Montreux just after noon, and made our way to the restaurant on the promenade to meet our
travel companions Swiss friends at La Terrasse de la Rouvenaz.  Again our gracious hosts treated us to lunch,
and we had a great time.  We then walked to Chateau De Chillon about a 40 minute walk, and showed our STP’s
for museum entrance at Chillon.  We took the ferry back to Montreux (STP), stopped at a Coop for a bit of food
and drink to carry on the long train ride back to Zurich.

 Saturday, June 1 – This day we had carved out for the trek to Zermatt.  Took the 8:02 train from
Zurich HB with a change in Visp.  This turned out to be somewhat of a nightmare as there was some kind of
electrical or track issue, and the train was canceled at Spiez and everyone was required to get off.  I had the
SBB app and watched as trains were delayed and finally one arrived but was rerouted adding another 20 min-
utes to the trains scheduled arrival in Visp because of the same issue.  Of course the train was packed as it had
fewer cars, and we barely managed to squeeze onto the car.  We rode the train standing up in between cars as
there wasn’t even room to sit and some folks wouldn’t move further into the train car to allow those in between
cars space.  Was not a comfortable ride.  At one stop a conductor approached our car, but changed his mind and
moved to another car when he saw all the folks jammed together.  The train from Visp to Zermatt was equally
crowded, and we ended up standing for that as well.  One gentleman did offer his seat to my wife, so she did
get to sit for part of that segment – we were grateful for that.  I think in all my years of traveling on Swiss Rails,
this was my worst experience.
Once we arrived in Zermatt we grabbed some sandwiches at Coop and purchased the half fare tickets on the
Gornergrat.  We thought about the Klein Matterhorn, but after standing for so long on the train, we decided the
closer Gornergrat station was the better choice.  Our weather and trip up was spectacular, and we enjoyed lunch
in the shadow of the Matterhorn.  An arduous day, but worth it in the end.  The trip back to Zurich was unevent-
ful.

 Sunday, June 2 – This day we traveled to Interlaken for our Schilthorn circuit.  Took the train to In-
terlaken Ost, and changed trains for Lauterbrunnen.  Once off the train at Lauterbrunnen, it’s a short hop across
the street to take the gondola up to Grutschalp.  Years back this used to be a ground based trip, and you can still
see the staggered remnants of the embarking points if you look, but was replaced by the gondola.  Then across
to the BLM narrow gauge train station to travel along the ridge to Murren.  We walked a little bit in Murren,
then took the Gondolas up to Schilthorn.  The Bond thing is a bit dated and overdone, but the views are spec-
tacular with the “big three” lined up and presenting themselves in lovely order – Eiger, Monch and Jungfrau.
We had the lunch at the buffet in the revolving restaurant, and while the food was not gormet, it was fine.  The
tables revolve but the food and the windows stay in the same place, so don’t set any cameras or backpacks on
the window sill frame as you will revolve away from that spot.  We did see someone’s camera move by us as
they had made that mistake.  Following lunch, we moved back outside to the deck area.   The temperature was
pleasant, about 66 F, and watched a man blowing an alpine horn.  After soaking in the wonderful mountains
and views, we took the gondolas back down to Stechelberg.  As I recall, I think there were three rides to get
to the valley floor, and the trip down was quite spectacular showing how vertical the walls of the valley rise to
the ridges above.  We picked up the bus and took it to the Trummelbach falls.  To this point, all conveyances
were covered by the STP.  The admission to Trummelbach falls is not covered, and there was no discount either.
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But the admission is worth the visit - as I recall it was 11 CHF.  There is a 10 minute walk from where the bus
leaves you off back to the admission gate at the falls.  You can take the stairs up and down, or take the elevator.
We took the elevator up, and walked down.  Where the elevator leaves you off, between levels 6 and 7, there are
still quite a few steps to reach the highest point of the falls (level 10).  The roar and mist of the falls is hard to
capture on video, and since you are inside the mountain for the most part, the lighting is tough.  The mist keeps
the steps wet, so watch your footing.  It is an extraordinary and enjoyable experience, worth the admission
price in my opinion.  We then walked back to the road where the bus stops.  We must have just missed one as
we waited about 30 minutes for the next one.  From the bus, a short walk to the train station in Lauterbrunnen,
change trains in Interlaken and back to Zurich.  We had Barbecue chicken at Coop for dinner with some Aventi-
nus Eisbock (Drinks of the World store at the train station).

 Monday, June 3 – After some long train rides from Zurich, we decided to do a shorter run today and
head north of Zurich to Rheinfalls.  This also enabled us to sleep in a little bit and catch a later train.  There was
a 9:07 AM (urban train S9) that took 50 minutes without changing trains, but quite a few stops.  There is a bit of
a walk from the train station down to the falls, but a short walk from the train station we took two separate el-
evators that transport you down to river level just below the falls. Then we walked around the fall basin to a gift
shop and boat launch area where you can take rides out to the falls, and if desired, be left off to walk up to the
small island in the midst of the river.  These varied in price depending on the length of the ride.  I think the cost
started at 8 CHF per person.  There are public restrooms in this area.  After some picture taking, we retraced our
steps around the foot of the falls and took the steps up along the falls to get a different view.  Using the SBB
app with the Traveler’s Wifi, we reviewed our train options, and chose an appropriate time to head back to the
station.  Heading back to Zurich, once you leave the station at the falls, you get a good view of the falls from the
train on the left side facing forward.  We returned to Zurich, had lunch in the train station and returned to our
rooms to freshen up.  The heat was building, so we decided to take to the water, and walked from our hotel to
the ship station across from the Zurich train station.  The Limmat River Cruise departed every 30 minutes and
cruised through old town to Lake Zurich.  It was a nice way to see Zurich and we enjoyed it.  Disembarking at
the mouth of Lake Zurich at Burkliplatz from the low profile river boat, we walked across to the lake cruising
boats and boarded one deciding on a long cruise to Raperswil-Jona.  What a pleasant way to beat the heat and
enjoy Lake Zurich.  Following a relaxing cruise we bought gelatos, and walked about the town a bit.  The train
station is close by and we found the next train back to Zurich and boarded.  It was about a 30 minute ride back
to Zurich HB. Again, the STP covered all these conveyances. For dinner tonight, we walked to the restaurant
area along the river, and had Chinese Food at Chop-stick Restaurant.  We all ordered different dishes and shared
so we could try a variety of food.  The food was very good and tasty.

  Tuesday, June 4 -- Today we headed for Lake Brienz and the Brienzer-Rothorn Railway.  Up for
breakfast at 7:00 so we could catch the 8:02 AM Intercity train to Bern from Zurich HB, track 31.  We changed
trains at Bern arriving at 8:58 on track 6 with 6 minutes until our departure on track 4.  There was plenty of
time to make the switch.  Bern station has a shopping mall and many places to eat and shop, but no time for that
on this trip.  The trip from Bern to Interlaken was about an additional 45 minutes and we arrived at Interlaken
West.  Though we were taking the Lake Brienz ferry, which is accessible from Interlaken Ost station, our friends
hadn’t been to Interlaken before so we got off at the West station and walked across town,.  We had previously
stayed during other trips to Switzerland at the hotels Metropole and the Du Nord, so we are very familiar with
the town.  The Para-gliding business has really taken off and the central plaza was filled with folks arriving
from the sky, and departing for that adventure.  Always enjoy the view of the Jungfrau from the Hohematte park
area.  We passed the Casino and enjoyed our walk to the East side of Interlaken.  There, we again frequented
a Coop near Interlaken Ost train station and picked up blueberries, raspberries a salad and some roast beef for
lunch.  (That Coop does have an upstairs restaurant inside the grocery store.)  We walked through the train
station under the tracks and out the other side following the signs to the Schiff dock.  There we waited about
25 minutes for the next departure for the Lake Brienz cruise.  The boat travels down the river and enters Lake
Brienz where it makes several stops prior to arriving at Brienz.  The turquoise waters make a wonderful setting
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for the surrounding mountains.  We loved the Giessbachfalls  Have your camera ready as the boat moves past
the base of the falls emptying into lake Brienz just after the stop at this location.  Following our disembarkation
at Brienz, we crossed over the train tracks that run along the lake and walked a short distance to the Brienzer-
Rothorn Railway.  We wanted to take the train the whole way to the top, but we missed the opening to the top
by one day!  The lady at the ticket booth said it would not open the entire route until tomorrow.  So we bought
our tickets (1/2 fare with STP) to Planalp and waited in line to board the train.  The trip up was fun with lovely
views back towards the lake and valley.  The sound of the locomotive can be very loud as it goes through a few
of the tunnels on the way up to Planalp.  Once we arrived at Planalp, you have about 20 minutes to explore if
you want to ride back down on the same train, or you can take longer and take another train back down.  Tak-
ing the trail just to the right of the tracks (facing uphill), we found a fountain and refilled our water, and washed
our berries for lunch.  We walked a bit and took pictures of the marvelous view below us before returning to the
train, and repeating the journey in reverse direction.  There are WC’s at both Planalp and the station below, so
all is good there.  The SBB train station is a short walk from the Brienzer-Rothorn, so we boarded the next train
we could to make our way back to Zurich.  On the way back to Zurich, we needed to change trains in Bern.  My
wife had been to see the bears in Bern when she was a child, and wanted to make a return visit.  Many times we
had just passed through Bern, and changed trains there, but never stopped for a visit.  So today was a good day
as we had some time in mid afternoon to stop.  Two of our party had enough for one day, and found the connect-
ing train back to Zurich.  We left the train station and headed towards Spitalgasse which becomes Marktgasse.
A great shopping street with a covered arcade sidewalk.  We walked on to the Zytglogge, a mechanical clock
and waited for it to chime 4:00 PM, which was somewhat anticlimactic as there wasn’t much animation.  We
continued on, it was a very warm day - near 90 (32 C) degrees.  Did check with a Policeman and ask if we on
the way to the bears, and he told us to keep going straight to the river and cross the bridge.  We did, and saw the
new bear enclosure, quite a bit different than my wife remembered it.  We took a few pics than began walking
back towards the train station.  In the heat, we decided to hop on a tram, and let that take us back to the train
station.  It was full, and had Bern Hauptbahnhof as its destination, so we knew we’d be fine.  We found the next
train back to Zurich and got in around 6:30 PM. A wonderful day of sightseeing.   For dinner tonight we walked
to the Raclette Stube, and had cheese fondue and raclette.  It’s a little more difficult to find in restaurants during
the warmer months.  It was very tasty.

 Wednesday, June 5 --  This was our last day of the STP, and we wanted to stop in a place we had
passed through many times, but never made a destination -Thun.  We could then combine this with another lake 
cruise on Lake Thun.  So with much the same schedule as yesterday, except a leisurely hour later, we left in the
same direction.  Arriving at Thun, we walked towards the castle and the covered river bridges.  I didn’t real-
ize that some of these bridges actually have gates that can control the flow of the river.  We continued walking
towards the castle and found our way.  On the approach, we noticed a pathway of steps, and this was too daunt-
ing for some of our party, so we said we’d meet them back at the Schiff station (again, near the train station) and
continued on to the castle.  Took a few pics, and made our way back towards the Schiff station.  On our way, we
noticed a stand selling fresh local strawberries, so we stopped and picked up a small box.  We do enjoy our fruit,
and since we were missing strawberry season at home, why not enjoy them here?  They were delicious with
a slightly different flavor than the ones at home, though I’m not sure quite how I would describe that differ-
ence.  We joined up with our party, picked up some sandwiches at a Coop nearby, and headed towards the Schiff
station.  Quite a crowd had gathered waiting to board, so we got in line.  Once we boarded, we were careful to
get a seat on the side of the ship out of the sun given the heat of the day.  The trip was quite relaxing with the
different stops and cooling lake breeze from the movement of the boat.  In one interesting moment, when we
stopped at Oberhofen and I recognized the castle as a 1000 piece puzzle we had put together in the past year.  It
was great to see it up close and from the water.  The cruise continued to Interlaken where we disembarked and
walked a bit more in Interlaken picking up some iced gelatos.  We grabbed the train back Zurich, and stooped
again at the Coop outside the train station, and returned to the hotel and sat in the hotel lobby together and
shared our food.
 Thursday, June 6 --  Final day in Switzerland, we slept in, ate breakfast, checked out and stored our
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luggage at the hotel.  We then had a last stroll into old town, down along the river to the GrossMunster church,
and walked inside.  Then back to the hotel to head out to the airport for our late afternoon flight.  Returned the
Traveler’s Wifi device, and bought one-way tickets to the airport for about 6 CHF each.  We also picked up 4
loafs of Swiss bread to enjoy once we got home.  We arrived at the airport in plenty of time, had an uneventful
flight.  Our car was waiting for us at Corporate Airport Parking, which was good, so all we had to do was pay
the bill and head out for the 2 1/2 hour drive home.

III. Observations
• The Travelers Wifi and SBB app in combination with the 8 day STP was a money saver and time saver.  It

worked well with our party of 6 all having wifi access as needed.  We found the battery would last 6 to 8
hours on the Wifi device, so I did turn it off and charge it when possible on the trains.  One other note, not
all train cars have outlets to charge phones.

• Having the home base in Zurich had positives and negatives.  It did add travel times to those place like Zer-
matt and Montreux, but we liked the variety of restaurants and food in Zurich, and the availability of hotels
near the train station.  A travel base in Switzerland really depends on your itinerary, and if you mind chang-
ing hotels during your stay.  We don’t like to move around, so we put up with the increased travel time.  I
think next time we’ll do something like a 12 day vacation in September, and stay in Luzern or Wengen,
travel about less enjoying the locality, and perhaps pick-up a 4 day within a month STP.  Then when we do
travel, it will be back to the Jura, to the 3 lakes area, to Ligerz and Murten and visit the places we missed on
this trip as recommended by Slowpoke and Peterli, and also visit our Swiss friends again.

• Though it is not mandatory to have reservations on the scenic trains, when it is possible, we will make them.
A lesson learned from this trips Golden Pass leg as outlined on Friday, June 1.  One other issue we did have
while riding on the train I did not outline in my trip report.  Having a group of six traveling together, it was
not always possible to sit together, and that was fine.  But one time we did manage to sit together, and we
were approached by another group who said they had the seats we were sitting in reserved.  The seats did
not have any reserved sign on them.  We moved without any protest.  Is this the best course of action, or is it
best to have a conductor resolve it?

• Regarding checking of our STP, there was only one occasion where we were required to show our passports,
but you should carry them just in case.  There were some segments of travel where our STP was not checked
at all, but I would say 80% of the time it was.

• If you are traveling with others, be sure you have common goals and agree on itineraries.  With us, we had
one couple that was not up to the pace we set, so we made it clear that everyone was free to take any day,
and do there own thing, and that worked out fine.  It also helped to have a Google spreadsheet shared with
everyone going on the trip to help in planning.  This spreadsheet had the daily itineraries, links to regional
websites, train station and airport maps, Swiss Rail Map and the STP museum list with other info.  Keeping
everyone informed is important on any trip with a group.

In conclusion, we had another great trip to Switzerland.  It was interesting as we watched the weather forecasts
prior to our trip, and they called for rain for most of the days we were scheduled to be there.  This turned out not
to be the case, so don’t put too much stock in the weather forecasts. The weather for the most part was superb,
I think we had one rainy day (though a bit too warm!).   We saw may beautiful places, renewed old friendships,
and made new ones.  Many thanks to this website and all the contributors who helped us make informed deci-
sions about our itinerary.  I would be happy to answer any questions about our Swiss adventure, and will post
some pictures over the next week or so.  Please forgive my lack of diacritical marks (umlauts, etc).
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